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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings Content Assessment Performance Expectations Interdisciplinary Connections 

Unit 1* 
 
Government 
and Civics  
 
September - 
October 
 
9 weeks 
 

How did the 
decisions made in 
this time period 
affect people in 
society then and life 
today?  Why is this 
important today? 
 
What are the roles 
and responsibilities 
of citizens and 
government in a 
democratic society?  
 
How is a government 
useful to its citizens? 
 
What are the 
responsibilities and 
duties of each branch 
of government? 
 
What was the 
purpose of the Bill of 
Rights?  What 
fundamental 
freedoms are 
guaranteed by each 
amendment in the 
Bill of Rights? 
 

The fundamental 
principles of the 
United States 
Constitution serve 
as the foundation of 
the United States 
government today.  
 
 
The Constitution 
establishes a 
government of 
limited powers 
shared among 
different branches 
of government.  
 
 
The constitution of a 
nation provides 
organization and 
structure for its 
government. 
 
 
Democratic values 
and processes allow 
citizens to have a 
voice in the 
government. 

Domain Specific 
Vocabulary: 
 
Preamble (HCM), 
Articles, 
Executive Branch, 
Legislative Branch 
Judicial Branch,  
Congress, Senate, 
House of 
Representatives, 
Checks and 
Balances, 
amendments 
(HCM, ICM), 
Electoral College, 
Bill of Rights 
(HCM, ICM),  
Supreme Court 
(ICM), 
Constitution 
(HCM, ICM), 
precedent. 
 
Key People: 
 
President, Vice 
President, cabinet 
Supreme Court, 
Justice, court 
system, 
Congress, Senator, 

Formative - 
 
-Apply background 
knowledge and use text 
evidence from primary 
and secondary sources to 
create an outcome as 
directed by the question 
or task. 
 
-Interpret infographic. 
 
-Interpret written 
document. 
 
Alternative Assessment 
 
-Bill of 
Rights/Constitution 
choice project. 
 
Summative 
 
-Preamble-primary 
source interpretation 
multiple choice. 
 
-Branches of government 
chart interpretation. 
 
-Bill of Rights primary 
source interpretation. 

6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.b: Evaluate 
the effectiveness of the 
fundamental principles of 
the Constitution (i.e., 
consent of the governed, 
rule of law, federalism, 
limited government, 
separation of powers, checks 
and balances, and individual 
rights) in establishing a 
federal government that 
allows for growth and 
change over time.  
 
6.3.8.CivicsPD.1: Deliberate 
on a public issue affecting 
an upcoming election, 
consider opposing 
arguments, and develop a 
reasoned conclusion.  
 
6.3.8.CivicsPI.4: Investigate 
the roles of political, civil, 
and economic organizations 
in shaping people’s lives 
and share this information 
with individuals who might 
benefit from this 
information 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 
Cite specific textual evidence to 
support analysis of primary and 
secondary sources. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or 
information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge or 
opinions. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3 
Identify key steps in a text's 
description of a process related to 
history/social studies (e.g., how a 
bill becomes law, how interest rates 
are raised or lowered). 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to history/social 
studies. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., 
in charts, graphs, photographs, 
videos, or maps) with other 

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Why can the 
Constitution be 
called a “living 
document”? 
 
Why is the Preamble 
to the Constitution 
important? 
 
 

Representatives. 
 
 
 
 

 
Benchmark - 
  
-Pre-Assessment/ 
Baseline written response 
to synthesize information 
and write a clear 
paragraph on a given 
topic. 
  
-Bill of Rights written 
response to synthesize 
information and write a 
clear paragraph on a 
given topic. 

6.3.8.CivicsPD.3: Construct 
a claim as to why it is 
important for democracy 
that individuals are 
informed by facts, aware of 
diverse viewpoints, and 
willing to take action on 
public issues.  
 
6.3.8.CivicsHR.1: Construct 
an argument as to the source 
of human rights and how 
they are best protected.  
 
6.3.8.CivicsPR.5: Engage in 
simulated democratic 
processes (e.g., legislative 
hearings, judicial 
proceedings, elections) to 
understand how conflicting 
points of view are addressed 
in a democratic society. 
 

information in print and digital 
texts. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 
Distinguish among fact, opinion, 
and reasoned judgment in a text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 
Analyze the relationship between a 
primary and secondary source on 
the same topic. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1
0 By the end of grade 8, read and 
comprehend history/social studies 
texts in the grades 6-8 text 
complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 

 9.4.8.CI.1: Assess data gathered 
on varying perspectives on causes 
of climate change (e.g., 
cross-cultural, gender-specific, 
generational), and determine how 
the data can best be used to design 
multiple potential solutions 

9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that 
may exist in the adoption of new 
ideas 

9.4.8.CT.1: Evaluate diverse 
solutions proposed by a variety of 
individuals, organizations, and/or 
agencies to a local or global 

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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problem, such as climate change, 
and use critical thinking skills to 
predict which one(s) are likely to 
be effective 

9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple 
solutions to a problem and evaluate 
short- and long-term effects to 
determine the most plausible option 

9.4.8.CT.3: Compare past 
problem-solving solutions to local, 
national, or global issues and 
analyze the factors that led to a 
positive or negative outcome. 

9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource 
citations in online materials for 
proper use. • 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide 
appropriate citation and attribution 
elements when creating media 
products  

9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to 
navigate cultural differences with 
sensitivity and respect (e.g., 
1.5.8.C1a). 

 9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate 
openness to diverse ideas and 
perspectives through active 
discussions to achieve a group 
goal. 

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to 
produce, publish, and deliver 
information supported with 
evidence for an authentic audience 

9.4.8.IML.15: Explain ways that 
individuals may experience the 
same media message differently 

Visual and Performing Arts 

 1.2.8.Cr3b: Communicate an 
intentional purpose and meaning 
utilizing varying point of view and 
perspective 

1.2.8.Pr6a: Analyze and design 
various presentation formats and 
tasks in the presentation and/or 
distribution of media artworks 

1.2.8.Re8a: Analyze the intent and 
meanings and context of a variety 
of media artworks, focusing on 
intentions, forms, and detect bias, 
opinion, and stereotypes.  

 

 

 

  

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings Content Assessment Performance Expectations Interdisciplinary Connections 

Unit 2* 
 
Early 
Republic: The 
New Nation 
 
November -  
December 
 
5 weeks 
 

How did the 
decisions made in 
this time period 
affect people in 
society then and life 
today?  Why is this 
important today? 
 
How did the United 
States Constitution 
overcome the 
weaknesses of the 
Articles of 
Confederation and 
provide for the 
organization of the 
new government? 
 
What role did 
compromise play in 
the creation of the 
Constitution and the 
Bill of Rights? 
  
Why was the Bill of 
Rights added to the 
Constitution? 
How does it impact 
us today? 
 
 

Early leaders helped 
define the roles and 
responsibilities of 
the government. 
 
Compromise played 
a role in the creation 
of the Constitution 
and Bill of Rights. 
The Constitution 
overcame the 
weaknesses of the 
Articles of 
Confederation by 
creating a stronger 
federal government. 
 
Political parties 
were formed as a 
result of  differing 
opinions on the 
creation of the new 
nation. 
 
 
 
 
. 

Domain Specific 
Vocabulary: 
 
Articles of 
Confederation, 
Constitutional 
Convention 
(ACM),  
Constitution 
(ICM), New Jersey 
Plan, Virginia 
Plan, Federalist, 
Anti-Federalist, 
Shay’s Rebellion, 
Amendment, 
Electoral College, 
Bill of Rights, 
Federalist Party 
and Democratic 
Republican Party, 
Whiskey 
Rebellion, tariffs, 
Washington’s 
Farewell Address. 
 
Key People: 
 
Thomas Jefferson, 
Alexander 
Hamilton,  
George 
Washington, 

Formative- 
 
-Apply background 
knowledge and use text 
evidence from primary 
and secondary sources to 
create an outcome as 
directed by the question 
or task. 
 
-Analyze a political 
cartoon. 
 
-Interpret infographics. 
 
-Interpret written 
document. 
 
-Synthesize information 
to write a clear 
paragraph on a given 
topic. 
 
Summative-  
 
-Articles of 
Confederation/Shays’ 
Rebellion - interpretation 
of political cartoon 
multiple choice, short 
answer, and text 
evidence. 

6.1.8.CivicsPD.3.a: Cite 
evidence to determine the 
role that compromise played 
in the creation and adoption 
of the Constitution and Bill 
of Rights.  
 
6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.d: Use data 
and other evidence to 
determine the extent to which 
demographics influenced the 
debate on representation in 
Congress and federalism by 
examining the New Jersey 
and Virginia plans. 
 
6.3.8.CivicsPI.4: Investigate 
the roles of political, civil, 
and economic organizations 
in shaping people’s lives and 
share this information with 
individuals who might 
benefit from this information. 
 
6.1.8.HistoryCC.3.d: 
Compare and contrast the 
Articles of Confederation and 
the United States 
Constitution in terms of the 
decision-making powers of 
national government. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 
Cite specific textual evidence to 
support analysis of primary and 
secondary sources. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3 
Identify key steps in a text's 
description of a process related to 
history/social studies (e.g., how a 
bill becomes law, how interest 
rates are raised or lowered). 
 
WHr-8.4 Determine the meaning 
of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including 
vocabulary specific to domains 
related to history/social studies. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that 
reveal an author's point of view or 
purpose (e.g., loaded language, 
inclusion or avoidance of 
particular facts). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., 
in charts, graphs, photographs, 
videos, or maps) with other 
information in print and digital 
texts. 

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Why can the 
Constitution be 
called a “living 
document”? 
 
How were early 
political parties 
formed?  

James Madison,  
Benjamin Franklin, 
Abigail Adams. 
 
Geographical 
Features: 
 
13 original 
colonies,  
Atlantic Ocean, 
Appalachian 
Mountains, major 
cities. 

-Constitutional 
Compromises - 
interpretation of 
infographic, quote 
analysis, synthesis of 
ideas (Constitution v. 
Articles of 
Confederation). 
 
-The First Presidency - 
primary source quote 
analysis, using evidence 
from secondary source. 
 
-Hamilton/Jefferson- 
identify early political 
party ideologies. 
 
 

 
6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.b: Evaluate 
the effectiveness of the 
fundamental principles of the 
Constitution (i.e., consent of 
the governed, rule of law, 
federalism, limited 
government, separation of 
powers, checks and balances, 
and individual rights) in 
establishing a federal 
government that allows for 
growth and change over time. 
 
 
6.1.8.HistorySE.3.a: Analyze 
how the leadership of George 
Washington during the 
American Revolution and as 
president allowed for the 
establishment of American 
democracy. 
 
6.1.8.EconET.3.a: Identify 
the effect of inflation and 
debt on the American people 
and evaluate the policies of 
state and national 
governments during this time.  
 
6.1.8.HistoryCC.3.b: Explain 
how political parties were 
formed and continue to be 
shaped by differing 
perspectives regarding the 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 
Distinguish among fact, opinion, 
and reasoned judgment in a text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 
Analyze the relationship between 
a primary and secondary source on 
the same topic. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or 
information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge or 
opinions 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1
0 By the end of grade 8, read and 
comprehend history/social studies 
texts in the grades 6-8 text 
complexity band independently 
and proficiently. 
 

9.4.8.CI.1: Assess data gathered 
on varying perspectives on causes 
of climate change (e.g., 
cross-cultural, gender-specific, 
generational), and determine how 
the data can best be used to design 
multiple potential solutions 

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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role and power of federal 
government. 
 
6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.a: Cite 
evidence to evaluate the 
extent to which the leadership 
and decisions of early 
administrations of the 
national government met the 
goals established in the 
Constitution.  
 
6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.a: Explain 
how and why constitutional 
civil liberties were impacted 
by acts of government during 
the Early Republic (i.e., 
Alien and Sedition Acts). 
 
 

9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges 
that may exist in the adoption of 
new ideas 

9.4.8.CT.1: Evaluate diverse 
solutions proposed by a variety of 
individuals, organizations, and/or 
agencies to a local or global 
problem, such as climate change, 
and use critical thinking skills to 
predict which one(s) are likely to 
be effective 

9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple 
solutions to a problem and 
evaluate short- and long-term 
effects to determine the most 
plausible option 

9.4.8.CT.3: Compare past 
problem-solving solutions to local, 
national, or global issues and 
analyze the factors that led to a 
positive or negative outcome. 

9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource 
citations in online materials for 
proper use.  

 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate 
citation and attribution elements 
when creating media products  

9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to 
navigate cultural differences with 

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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sensitivity and respect (e.g., 
1.5.8.C1a). 

 9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate 
openness to diverse ideas and 
perspectives through active 
discussions to achieve a group 
goal. 

9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools 
to produce, publish, and deliver 
information supported with 
evidence for an authentic audience 

 9.4.8.IML.15: Explain ways that 
individuals may experience the 
same media message differently 

Visual and Performing Arts  

 1.2.8.Cr3b: Communicate an 
intentional purpose and meaning 
utilizing varying point of view and 
perspective 

1.2.8.Pr6a: Analyze and design 
various presentation formats and 
tasks in the presentation and/or 
distribution of media artworks 

1.2.8.Re8a: Analyze the intent and 
meanings and context of a variety 
of media artworks, focusing on 
intentions, forms, and detect bias, 
opinion, and stereotypes.  

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings Content Assessment Performance Expectations Interdisciplinary Connections 

Unit 3* 
 
(The 
Changing 
Nation) 
 
January -  
Mid-March 
 
10 weeks 
 

How did the 
decisions made in 
this time period affect 
people in society then 
and in life today? 
Why is this important 
today? 
 
How justifiable was 
U.S. expansion in the 
1800s? 
 
What were the 
motives, hardships, 
and legacies of U.S. 
expansion? 
 
How did 
technological 
innovations change 
the quality of life for 
different groups 
living in America? 
 
What impact did 
Andrew Jackson’s 
presidency have on 
the nation? 
 
 
 

U.S. expansion was 
influenced by 
geography and 
economic 
opportunity. 
 
U.S. expansion 
forever altered the 
lives of Native 
Americans. 
 
Westward 
movement, 
industrial growth, 
increased 
immigration, the 
expansion of 
slavery, and the 
development of 
transportation 
systems increased 
regional tensions. 
 
Prejudice on 
individuals, groups, 
and society had a 
lasting impact on 
society and 
increased the 
potential for 
misunderstanding.  
 

Domain Specific 
Vocabulary: 
 
Louisiana 
Purchase, Erie 
Canal,  
War of 1812, 
Manifest Destiny , 
Texas War for 
Independence 
(Alamo), 
Mexican-American 
War, Oregon Trail, 
Trail of Tears 
(HCM), Indian 
Removal Act 
(HCM), Jacksonian 
Democracy, Tariff,  
Secede, reform 
(ICM), 
abolitionism 
(ICM), equal rights 
for women (HCM, 
ICM), Seneca Fall 
Convention (HCM, 
ICM), Declaration 
of Sentiments 
(HCM, ICM), 
racism (ACM), 
discrimination 
(ACM, ICM), 
segregation (ACM, 

Formative- 
 
-Apply background 
knowledge and use text 
evidence from given 
primary and secondary 
sources to create an 
outcome as directed by 
the question or task. 
 
-Interpret infographic. 
 
-Interpret written 
document. 
 
Alternative Assessment - 
 
-Important Individuals of 
Reform Movement 
choice project. 
 
-Westward Expansion 
choice project. 
 
Summative-  
 
-Louisiana 
Purchase/Lewis and 
Clark/American Progress 
- painting, analysis, 
multiple choice, short 

• 6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.c: 
Analyze how the concept of 
Manifest Destiny influenced 
the acquisition of land 
through annexation, 
diplomacy, and war.  
 
6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.a: 
Explain the changes in 
America’s relationships with 
other nations by analyzing 
policies, treaties, tariffs, and 
agreements. 
 
6.1.8.EconET.4.a: Assess 
the impact of the Louisiana 
Purchase and western 
exploration on the 
expansion and economic 
development of the United 
States. 
 
6.1.8.EconNE.4.a: Explain 
how major technological 
developments 
revolutionized land and 
water transportation, as well 
as the economy, in New 
Jersey and the nation. 
 
6.3.8.CivicsPI.4: Investigate 
the roles of political, civil, 
and economic organizations 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 
Cite specific textual evidence to 
support analysis of primary and 
secondary sources. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or 
information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge or 
opinions. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to history/social 
studies. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5 
Describe how a text presents 
information (e.g., sequentially, 
comparatively, causally). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that 
reveal an author's point of view or 
purpose (e.g., loaded language, 
inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts). 

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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What was President 
Jackson’s policy 
regarding Native 
Americans? 
 
To what extent did 
the reform 
movements of the 
mid-1800’s improve 
life for Americans? 
 
What impact did the 
institution of slavery 
have on the United 
States? 

 
 
 
 

ICM), oppression 
(ACM, ICM). 
 
Key People: 
 
Andrew 
Jackson,Tecumseh 
Lewis and Clark, 
Sacagawea, 
William Lloyd 
Garrison, Horace 
Mann, Dorothea 
Dix, Frederick 
Douglass, 
Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, Harriet 
Tubman, Sojourner 
Truth, Grimke 
sisters, Susan B. 
Anthony. 
 
Geographical 
Features: 
 
States and 
territories added 
due to U.S. 
expansion, 
Mississippi, 
Missouri River, 
New Orleans, 
Great Lakes, 
Rocky Mountains, 
Pacific Ocean. 
 

answer response, 
identifying text evidence. 
 
-Jacksonian Democracy - 
primary source image 
and quote analysis. 
 
-Native American 
Removal - chart 
interpretation, John 
Burnette and Chief 
Santana quote analysis.  
 
-Reform Movements - 
short answer and 
multiple choice- primary 
source and quote 
analysis. 
 
Benchmark -  
 
-Andrew Jackson written 
response - synthesize 
information to write a 
clear paragraph on a 
given topic. 
 
 

in shaping people’s lives 
and share this information 
with individuals who might 
benefit from this 
information. 
 
6.3.8.CivicsPD.3: Construct 
a claim as to why it is 
important for democracy 
that individuals are 
informed by facts, aware of 
diverse viewpoints, and 
willing to take action on 
public issues.  
 
6.3.8.CivicsDP.1: Identify 
an issue of inequality, 
develop multiple solutions, 
and communicate the best 
one to an appropriate 
government body 
 
6.3.8.CivicsHR.1: Construct 
an argument as to the source 
of human rights and how 
they are best protected.  
 
6.1.8.CivicsDP.4.a: 
Research and prioritize the 
most significant events that 
led to the expansion of 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., 
in charts, graphs, photographs, 
videos, or maps) with other 
information in print and digital 
texts. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 
Distinguish among fact, opinion, 
and reasoned judgment in a text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 
Analyze the relationship between a 
primary and secondary source on 
the same topic. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1
0 By the end of grade 8, read and 
comprehend history/social studies 
texts in the grades 6-8 text 
complexity band independently 
and proficiently. 

 9.4.8.CI.1: Assess data gathered 
on varying perspectives on causes 
of climate change (e.g., 
cross-cultural, gender-specific, 
generational), and determine how 
the data can best be used to design 
multiple potential solutions 

9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges 
that may exist in the adoption of 
new ideas 

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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voting rights during the 
Jacksonian period.  
 
6.1.8.GeoSV.4.a: Map 
territorial expansion and 
settlement, highlighting the 
locations of conflicts with 
and resettlement of Native 
Americans. 
 
6.1.8.CivicsHR.4.a: 
Examine sources from a 
variety of perspectives to 
describe efforts to reform 
education, women’s rights, 
slavery, and other issues 
during the Antebellum 
period.  
 

9.4.8.CT.1: Evaluate diverse 
solutions proposed by a variety of 
individuals, organizations, and/or 
agencies to a local or global 
problem, such as climate change, 
and use critical thinking skills to 
predict which one(s) are likely to 
be effective 

9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple 
solutions to a problem and evaluate 
short- and long-term effects to 
determine the most plausible 
option 

9.4.8.CT.3: Compare past 
problem-solving solutions to local, 
national, or global issues and 
analyze the factors that led to a 
positive or negative outcome. 

9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource 
citations in online materials for 
proper use.  

 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate 
citation and attribution elements 
when creating media products  

9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to 
navigate cultural differences with 
sensitivity and respect (e.g., 
1.5.8.C1a). 

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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 9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate 
openness to diverse ideas and 
perspectives through active 
discussions to achieve a group 
goal. 

9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to 
produce, publish, and deliver 
information supported with 
evidence for an authentic audience 

 9.4.8.IML.15: Explain ways that 
individuals may experience the 
same media message differently 

Visual and Performing Arts 

 1.2.8.Cr3b: Communicate an 
intentional purpose and meaning 
utilizing varying point of view and 
perspective 

1.2.8.Pr6a: Analyze and design 
various presentation formats and 
tasks in the presentation and/or 
distribution of media artworks 

1.2.8.Re8a: Analyze the intent and 
meanings and context of a variety 
of media artworks, focusing on 
intentions, forms, and detect bias, 
opinion, and stereotypes.  

8.2.8.ITH.5: Compare the impacts 
of a given technology on different 

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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societies, noting factors that may 
make a technology appropriate and 
sustainable in one society but not 
in another. (Factory systems, 
canals, railroad, and cotton gin) 

8.2.8.NT.4: Explain how a product 
designed for a specific demand was 
modified to meet a new demand 
and led to a new product. (The 
textile/cotton mills, cotton gin, 
telegraph) 
 

  

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings Content Assessment Performance 
Expectations Interdisciplinary Connections 

Unit 4* 
 
(The Divided 
Nation) 
 
Mid-March - 
June 
 
11 weeks 
 

How did the decisions 
made in  his time 
period affect people 
in society then and 
life today?  Why is 
this important today? 
 
Which events of the 
mid-1800s kept the 
nation together and 
which events pulled it 
apart? 
 
How did the North 
and South differ from 
one another 
politically, 
economically, and 
socially? 
 
What factors and 
events influenced the 
outcome of the Civil 
War? How did the 
deeply divided nation 
move forward? 
 
How do laws affect 
the lives of different 
groups of people? 
 

The Civil War 
resulted from 
complex regional 
differences 
involving political, 
economic, and 
social issues, as well 
as different views on 
slavery. 
 
Social and economic 
problems can divide 
a nation and lead to 
war. 
 
Women, African 
Americans, and 
Native Americans 
played a role in the 
Civil War. 
 
The Civil War and 
Reconstruction had 
a lasting impact on 
the development of 
the United States. 
 
Ending slavery did 
not end the effects 
of slavery. 

Domain Specific 
Vocabulary: 
 
Union, 
Confederacy,  
cotton gin, 
Missouri 
Compromise, 
Compromise of 
1850, Fugitive 
Slave Act, Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin 
(ACM), 
Kansas-Nebraska 
Act, The Dred 
Scott Decision 
(HCM), Election of 
1860, secession, 
Fort Sumter, Battle 
of  Gettysburg, 
Gettysburg 
Address, Battle of 
Vicksburg 
Emancipation 
Proclamation 
(ICM, ACM), 
Sherman’s March 
to the Sea, 
Appomattox 
Courthouse, 
Freedmen’s Bureau 
(ICM), 13th 

Formative- 
 
-Apply background 
knowledge and use text 
evidence from given 
primary and secondary 
sources to create an 
outcome as directed by 
the question or task. 
 
-Interpret infographic. 
 
-Interpret written 
document. 
 
Alternative Assessment -  
 
-Regional Differences 
choice project. 
 
- Civil War choice project 
(roles of women, African 
Americans, and Native 
Americans). 
 
Summative- 
 
-Regional Differences - 
primary source 
photo/image analysis. 
 

6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.b: 
Explain the growing 
resistance to slavery and 
New Jersey’s role in the 
Underground Railroad.  
 
6.1.8.HistoryCC.5.a: 
Prioritize the causes and 
events that led to the Civil 
War from different 
perspectives.  
 
6.1.8.HistoryCC.5.d: 
Assess the role of various 
factors that affected the 
course and outcome of the 
Civil War (i.e., geography, 
natural resources, 
demographics, 
transportation, leadership, 
and technology).  
 
6.1.8.HistoryCC5.b: 
Analyze critical events and 
battles of the Civil War 
from different perspectives. 
 
6.1.8.HistoryCC.5.c: 
Assess the human and 
material costs of the Civil 
War in the North and 
South. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 
Cite specific textual evidence to 
support analysis of primary and 
secondary sources. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or 
information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge or 
opinions. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3 
Identify key steps in a text's 
description of a process related to 
history/social studies (e.g., how a 
bill becomes law, how interest rates 
are raised or lowered). 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to history/social 
studies. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5 
Describe how a text presents 

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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What are the causes 
and effects of 
prejudice on 
individuals, groups, 
and society. 
 

Amendment 
(ACM), 14th 
Amendment 
(ACM, ICM), 15th 
Amendment 
(ACM), Black 
codes (ACM), 
impeachment, civil 
rights (ACM, 
ICM), Jim Crow 
Laws (ACM), 
segregation (HCM 
and ACM). 
 
 
Key People:  
 
Harriet Beecher 
Stowe, Dred Scott, 
Abraham Lincoln, 
Jefferson Davis, 
Robert E. Lee, 
Frederick 
Douglass, Ulysses 
S. Grant, Dorothea 
Dix, Clara Barton, 
Rose Greenhow. 
 
Geographical 
Features: 
 
Northern  and 
Southern states, 
Washington DC, 

-Reconstruction- Primary 
Source Quotes/Images- 
Freedmen’s Bureau and 
Sharecropping. 
 
-Reconstruction 
Amendments- multiple 
choice and primary 
source interpretation. 
 
Benchmark - 
 
- Civil War Causes 
written response - 
synthesize information to 
write a clear paragraph on 
a given topic. 
 
 

 
6.1.8.HistpryUP.5.c: 
Explain how and why the 
Emancipation Proclamation 
and the Gettysburg Address 
continue to impact 
American life. 
 
6.1.8.HistoryUP.5.b: 
Examine the roles of 
women, African 
Americans, and Native 
Americans in the Civil 
War. 
 
6.1.8.HistoryCC.5.e: 
Compare and contrast the 
approaches of Congress and 
Presidents Lincoln and 
Johnson toward the 
reconstruction of the South. 
 
6.1.8.HistoryUP.5.a: 
Analyze the effectiveness 
of the 13th, 14th, and 15th 
Amendments to the United 
States Constitution from 
multiple perspectives.  
 
6.1.8.HistoryCC.5.f: 
Analyze the economic 
impact of Reconstruction 
on the South from different 
perspectives. 
 

information (e.g., sequentially, 
comparatively, causally). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal 
an author's point of view or purpose 
(e.g., loaded language, inclusion or 
avoidance of particular facts). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in 
charts, graphs, photographs, videos, 
or maps) with other information in 
print and digital texts. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 
Distinguish among fact, opinion, 
and reasoned judgment in a text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 
Analyze the relationship between a 
primary and secondary source on 
the same topic. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.10 
By the end of grade 8, read and 
comprehend history/social studies 
texts in the grades 6-8 text 
complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 

 9.4.8.CI.1: Assess data gathered on 
varying perspectives on causes of 
climate change (e.g., cross-cultural, 
gender-specific, generational), and 

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Richmond, U.S. 
territories. 

6.3.8.CivicsPI.4: 
Investigate the roles of 
political, civil, and 
economic organizations in 
shaping people’s lives and 
share this information with 
individuals who might 
benefit from this 
information. 
 
6.3.8.CivicsPD.3: Construct 
a claim as to why it is 
important for democracy 
that individuals are 
informed by facts, aware of 
diverse viewpoints, and 
willing to take action on 
public issues.  
 
 

determine how the data can best be 
used to design multiple potential 
solutions 

9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that 
may exist in the adoption of new 
ideas 

9.4.8.CT.1: Evaluate diverse 
solutions proposed by a variety of 
individuals, organizations, and/or 
agencies to a local or global 
problem, such as climate change, 
and use critical thinking skills to 
predict which one(s) are likely to be 
effective 

9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple 
solutions to a problem and evaluate 
short- and long-term effects to 
determine the most plausible option 

9.4.8.CT.3: Compare past 
problem-solving solutions to local, 
national, or global issues and 
analyze the factors that led to a 
positive or negative outcome. 

9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource 
citations in online materials for 
proper use.  

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate 
citation and attribution elements 
when creating media products  

9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to 
navigate cultural differences with 
sensitivity and respect (e.g., 
1.5.8.C1a). 

 9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate 
openness to diverse ideas and 
perspectives through active 
discussions to achieve a group goal. 

9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to 
produce, publish, and deliver 
information supported with 
evidence for an authentic audience 

 9.4.8.IML.15: Explain ways that 
individuals may experience the 
same media message differently 

1.2.8.Cr3b: Communicate an 
intentional purpose and meaning 
utilizing varying point of view and 
perspective 

1.2.8.Pr6a: Analyze and design 
various presentation formats and 
tasks in the presentation and/or 
distribution of media artworks 

1.2.8.Re8a: Analyze the intent and 
meanings and context of a variety 

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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of media artworks, focusing on 
intentions, forms, and detect bias, 
opinion, and stereotypes.  

8.2.8.ITH.1: Explain how the 
development and use of technology 
influences economic, political, 
social, and cultural issues.(railroads, 
factory system, telegraph and 
impact on Civil War) 

8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how 
technologies have influenced 
society over time.(Cotton gin, 
factory, railroads,  apartments, 
sewers systems, city life vs. 
plantation/country life) 

8.2.8.ITH.5: Compare the impacts 
of a given technology on different 
societies, noting factors that may 
make a technology appropriate and 
sustainable in one society but not in 
another. (railroads, cotton gin, 
canals, factories) 

8.2.8.NT.4: Explain how a product 
designed for a specific demand was 
modified to meet a new demand and 
led to a new product. (cotton gin, 
factories, railroads, canal, 
clothing/uniform production, 
technology) 

 

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Skills: 
~Listen open-mindedly to views contrary to their own and make informed and reasoned decisions. 
 

 
 
*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  

19 

https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/students/irs/strategies.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf

